
Waste Storage Facility

PRACTICE INTRODUCTION

USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service - practice code 313

DEFINITION
A waste storage facility is a waste
impoundment made by constructing an
embankment,  excavating a pit or dugout,
or by fabricating a structure.

PRACTICE INFORMATION
A waste storage facility is a component of
a complete agricultural waste management
system.  The purpose of the practice is to
provide temporary storage of  waste
material generated by production and/or
processing of agricultural products.  The
waste material may be animal manure,
wastewater, or contaminated runoff.

An operation and maintenance plan is
developed to specify requirements for
emptying the storage facility.  The plan
specifies timing, rates, and volume of

waste applications.  For ponds, the plan
also includes requirements for timely
removal of waste material to accommodate
subsequent storms.

Design criteria for this practice includes:
• Site location
• Design storage volume
• Storage period
• Inlet structures
• Safety features
• Pond criteria
• Emptying facilities
• Fabricated structure criteria

Additional information including detailed
design criteria and specifications is in the
local NRCS Field Office Technical Guide.


